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July 10, 2021 

Dear Compatriots, 

I hope you and your families are doing 
well. I hope you all have been able to stay 
cooled down in this heat wave we have been 
having. Thanks to all who were able to turn 
out for the Battle Commemoration at Staunton 
River Battlefield. It was a good service, and 
everyone had a great time honoring brave 
men who so rightly deserved it. If you have 
not been able to attend any of these 
memorials and get the chance, you should try 
to go; you will really be glad you did. 

Our next meeting will be on July 22nd at 
Charley’s. Mr. Michael Smart will be speaking 
on “Cultural Marxism”. He gives a great 
presentation and I hope you all will turn out 
to hear him speak. I hope to see you then and 
wish good fortune to you and your families. 

Respectfully Yours,  
Don Reynolds, Commander 

     “I did only what my duty demanded. I 
could have taken no other course without 
dishonor.”                                       
Robert E. Lee 

What happened to the 56 men 
who signed the Declaration 

Have you ever wondered what happened to 
the 56 men who signed the Declaration of 
Independence? 
Five signers were captured by the British as 
traitors, and tortured before they died. 

Twelve had their homes ransacked and 
burned. Two lost their sons serving in the 
Revolutionary Army; another had two sons 
captured. 
Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds 
or hardships of the Revolutionary War. 
They signed and they pledged their lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor. 
What kind of men were they? 
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven 
were merchants, nine were farmers and large 
plantation owners; men of means, well 
educated. But each signed the Declaration of 
Independence knowing full well that the 
penalty would be death if they were captured. 
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter 
and trader, saw his ships swept from the seas 
by the British Navy. He sold his home and 
properties to pay his debts, and died in rags. 
Thomas McKean was so hounded by the 
British that he was forced to move his family 
almost constantly. He served in the Congress 
without pay, and his family was kept in hiding. 
His possessions were taken from him, and 
poverty was his reward. 
Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of 
Dillery, Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, 
Heyward, Ruttledge, and Middleton. 
At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson Jr, 
noted that the British General Cornwallis had 
taken over the Nelson family home for his 
headquarters. He quietly urged General 
George Washington to open fire. The home 
was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt. 
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Francis Lewis had his home and property 
destroyed. The enemy jailed his wife, and she 
died within a few months. 
John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside 
as she was dying. Their 13 children fled for 
their lives. His fields and his gristmill were 
laid to waste. For more than a year he lived in 
forests and caves, returning home to find his 
wife dead and his children vanished. A few 
weeks later he died from exhaustion and a 
broken heart. Norris and Livingston suffered 
similar fates. 
Such were the stories and sacrifices of the 
American Revolution. These were not wild-
eyed, rabble-rousing ruffians. They were soft 
spoken men of means and education. They 
had security, but they valued liberty more. 
Standing tall, straight, and unwavering, they 
pledged: "For the support of this declaration, 
with firm reliance on the protection of divine 
providence, we mutually pledge to each other, 
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor." 
They gave you and me a free and independent 
America. The history books never told you 
much about what really happened during the 
Revolutionary War. We didn't fight just the 
British. We were British subjects at that time 
and we fought our own government! 
Many of us take our liberty for granted, but we 
shouldn't. Take a few minutes this year while 
enjoying your 4th of July holiday and silently 
thank these patriots. It's not much to ask for 
the price they paid. 
Freedom is never free! 

Recommended Gravestone 
Cleaning Procedures 

In the past couple of months I have been 
asked about cleaning Gravestones. It has 
been several years since I have done this, 
so I looked up the most current accepted 
method. Much has changed since I had 
done this type of cleaning. (AME,editor) 

BASIC CLEANING PROCEDURE 

 Soak the stone with water and wait a
few minutes. Gently remove loose
materials from the surface. Once
saturated, the lichens and moss on the

stone will loosen and can be removed 
easily with a plastic scraper or wooden 
spatula. This helps remove the big 
particles so you will not be rubbing 
them back into the stone. Rinse 
thoroughly. 

 Clean the wet stone with a wet brush
by making random circular motion,
and rinsing frequently to remove dirt
and biological growth. Always be as
gentle as possible.

Keep both the brush and the stone wet at all 
times while cleaning. Be sure to clean the 
entire stone. Normally, clean water and soft 
scrubbing will remove the dirt and grime.  If 
not, use one of the recommended cleaning 
agents from the materials’ list CIL RATONS 

 (see further instruction below). Be sure
to rinse often and thoroughly.

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONSLOGICAL AININ 

REMOVAL OF PLANT GROWTH 

 If plants, especially members of the Ivy
family are attached to the stone, do not
pull them off. Cut the plants at the base
and let them die. If you can, cut the
plants about every six inches. This will
decrease the amount of time it takes
them to die. You may not be able to
clean the stone at this time and have to
wait until the plant is dead.  When the
plant has died, wet the stone and
gently remove the plant from the
surface.  Proceed with a basic cleaning.

REMOVAL OF BIOLOGICAL STAINING 

 Lichens, moss, mold and other
biological growth, especially bird
droppings can cause severe damage
and staining to headstones and
markers. We use D/2, a non-toxic
biological, that kills and deters
biological growth.

 Soak the stone and while it is wet,
spray the stone with D/2.

 Wait 10-15 minutes and using your
brushes scrub the D/2 into the stone,
with special emphasis on areas that
have been stained. Rinse thoroughly.



You may have to apply more D/2 to 
certain areas. 

 Even if the stain is not removed after
D/2 has set on the stone, been
scrubbed in and rinsed, have faith it
will continue to work for weeks,
working its way into the pores killing
biological growth that may have grown
inside the stone.  Don’t be surprised if
certain areas of the stone change color.
That is the D/2 working, this is normal
and the stone will return to its usual
color in a few days.

 Further Do No Harm Cleaning 
Methods…The Most Basic 

When it comes to do no harm cleaning 
methods, less is more. The least invasive and 
gentlest methods are always best. The goal is 
to clean the stone for either a repair purpose, 
or to make it legible for documentation. 
Cleaning should never be about making 
everything looking brand new. Cleaning 
should have a purpose and not completely 
detract from the character of the cemetery. 

Some very simple cleaning procedures can be 
achieved with just a dry nylon brush or nylon 
brush with water. This of course is after you 
have determined all the personal and stone 
safety issues that are addressed above, and 
have determined what it is you are trying to 
clean of the particular grave marker. This will 
chiefly depend on the condition of the 
engraving and the stubbornness of what is 
obscuring it. 

RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT AND 
MATERIALS 

Safety glasses and protective gloves. 
Knee pads and boots. Old markers may have 
broken glass around the base. 
Natural or plastic soft bristle brushes of 
various shapes and sizes & plastic grout 

brushes. 
Wooden scrapers, craft sticks, tongue 
depressors, and wooden skewers, 
Plastic scrapers, various sizes. 
Buckets for holding your supplies and water. 
Quart size plastic spray bottles. 

1 to 2 gallon garden type pump sprayer filled 
with clean water. 
A Small can of compressed air or mini leaf 
blower. 
Rags and old towels. 
Gallons and gallons of water. Old clean plastic 
milk bottles work great for transporting water 
to the markers. 

RECOMMENDED CLEANERS 

D/2 biological solution. It works best at 45 
degrees and above. Use undiluted for best 
results. (Our group recommends D/2 as the 
first choice in cleaning headstones and 
markers) 

Orvus non-ionic cleaner can be used to 
remove heavy environmental deposits, 
grime and bird droppings, if water alone 
doesn’t remove the grime. 

Enviro Klean, Biowash, Modec MDF-500 
and Revive are also approved biological 
cleaners. 

NOT RECOMMENDED CLEANING AGENTS 

Chlorx/Bleach - bleach when mixes with 
water forms  a Hydrochloric Acid solution 
which eats marble and limestone  and can 
etch other stones.  This will destroy the 
stone eventually. 

Dish, Car, & Laundry soap -Penetrates 
stone & doesn't dry, causes scaling 

Ammonia Solutions - Ammonia mixed with 
water create a form of fertilizer which      
encourages Biologic growth on a stone so is 
no longer recommended for cleaning  
gravestones.  
Cemetery Conservators for United Standards 
October 7, 2016 

Ashes of Glory 
A.J. Requier 

Fold up the gorgeous silken sun, 
By bleeding martyrs blest, 
And heap the laurels it has won, 
Above its place of rest. 

 No trumpet’s note harshly blast— 



No drum funeral roll— 
No trailing sabres drape the bier 
That frees a dauntless soul! 

 It lived with Lee, and decked his brow 
From Fate’s empyreal Palm; 
It sleeps the sleep of Jackson now— 
As spotless and as calm. 

It was outnumbered—no outdone; 
And they shall shuddering tell 
Who struck the blow, its latest gun 
Flashed ruin as it fell. 

Sleep, shrouded Ensign! Not the breeze 
That smote the victor tar 
With death across the heaving seas 
Of fiery Trafalgar; 

 Not Arthur’s knights, amid the gloom 
Their knightly deeds have starred; 
Not Gallic Henry’s matchless plume, 
Nor peerless-born Bayard; 

Not all the antique fables fame, 
And orient dreams disgorge; 
Not yet the silver cross of Spain, 
And lion of St. George. 
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Can bid thee pale! Proud emblem, still 
They crimson glory shines 
Beyond the lengthened shades that fill 
Their proudest kingly lines. 

 Sleep in thine own historic night! 
And be they blazoned scroll, 
A warrior’s Banner takes its flight, 
To greet the warrior’s soul! 

Next Meeting 
July 22,2021           

            Speaker     Micheal Smart. 
Topic is Cultual Marxism 

Future Meetings 
August 26,2021
September 23,2021        
October 28, 2021            
November 18, 2021       

Upcoming Events 
Heart of Virginia   September 18th 2021 
Amelia Day      TBA   
Virginia Division SCV MeetingTBA 
Holiday Dinner


