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Sons of Confederate Veterans

“DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF OUR SOUTHERN HERITAGE”
September 6, 2020

Dear Compatriots,

[ hope that you and your families are doing
well. The first thing [ would like to say is
welcome to our newest members: Wesley,
Matthew, Zachery, Hunter, and Jake Morris.
We had a very enjoyable swearing-in
ceremony at their ancestor’s graveside.
Thanks to all of you who participated.

We have a roadside cleanup on Saturday,
September 26th. We will be meeting at
Marshalls Crossroads at 8:00am. Hope to
have a good turnout. The rain date will be
the following Saturday, October 3rd,

The SCV State Convention has been moved
back again to February 13th, 14th, & 15t [t

will be at the same location in South Boston.

We will talk more about it at our next
meeting which will be on (censored) Hope
to see you all there. Until then, take care.

Respectfully Yours,

Dues are Past Due This Month

If they were NOT paid by August 28th, you
will incur an additional $5.00 late fee to the
National SCV. So please remit your dues
payment.

The Charge to the Sons of

Confederate Veterans

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we
will commit the vindication of the cause for
which we fought. To your strength will be

given the defense of the Confederate
soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of those principles which he
loved and which you love also, and those
ideals which made him glorious and which

you also cherish.”
Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General,
United Confederate Veterans,
New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906

Was RobertE. Lee racist?

Robert Edward Lee was an American
Confederate general best known as a
commander of the Confederate States Army
during the American Civil War. He
commanded the Army of Northern Virginia
from 1862 until its surrender in 1865 and
earned a reputation as a skilled tactician.

No. He was one of a good number of
Southerners who opposed slavery. He was
actually quite the Southern Gentleman, more
of a gentleman than Grant was. Lee never
smoked, drank alcohol, or cursed in public.
Many of his superiors in previous years
viewed him as the best soldier since George
Washington.

It is clear that Robert E. Lee was not waging
a war because he was in favor of slavery. He
definitely wasn't racist.

"In this enlightened age, there are few |
believe, but what will acknowledge, that
slavery as an institution, is a moral &
political evil in any Country. It is useless to



expatiate on its disadvantages. I think it
however a greater evil to the white man
than to the black race, & while my feelings
are strongly enlisted in behalf of the latter,
my sympathies are more strong for the
former. The blacks are immeasurably better
off here than in Africa, morally, socially &
physically. The painful discipline they are
undergoing, is necessary for their
instruction as a race, &  hope will prepare &
lead them to better things. How long their
subjugation may be necessary is known &
ordered by a wise Merciful Providence."
Robert E. Lee in letter to his wife Dec.27, 1856

"So far from engaging in a war to perpetuate
slavery, [ am rejoiced that Slavery is
abolished. I believe it will be greatly for the
interest of the South. So fully am I satisfied
of this that I would have cheerfully lost all
that [ have lost by the war, and have suffered
all that I have suffered to have this object
attained.”

General Robert E. Lee, May 1, 1870

Itis clear that Robert E. Lee was not waging
a war because he was in favor of slavery. His
valiant efforts were to protect Virginia and
other Southern states from Union invasion.
At best his chances of success were always
50-50 or less.

It is also important to separate slavery from
racism. It's clear that in those days and
farther into the future, even some
abolitionists were against slavery but did
not believe in the equality of races. If that
were not so, then men like Martin

Luther King Jr. must have been wasting their
time. Racism is real in almost every part
of the world. And it covers evil voices of
any color or race one can think of.

Northern News Media's
attempt to discredit the

Custis/Washington/Lee

families

I found a newspaper article from an
abolitionist trying to stir up trouble and
Robert E Lee's response. I have transcribed
them to make them more readable. Editor

The Slaves of Mr. Custis.
From the Boston Traveller
Washington, Thursday, 24. (1856)

The emancipation of the slaves left by
the late Geo. W. P. Custis of Arlington, will, it
is feared, be much retarded, if not wholly
prevented, by the heirs, chief among whom
stands John Washington, Esq. ,the man who
cuts down the old ancestral oaks of
Mount Vernon to sell for canes, and who
charges visitors fifty cents a head for the
privilege of visiting the tomb of Washington,
and has turned the home of the Father of his
country into a slaveholding pen. all attempts
to see the will of Mr. Custis have proved
abortive. After much inquiry, it has been ad-
mitted by the heirs that the slaves are to be
set free in five years. The poor darkies tell a
different story.

They of the Arlington House, say they were
called into the room, and stood by the
deathbed of their master, and that after
having been taken leave of each of them
personally, he told them that he had left
them, and all his servants, their freedom. At
Arling ton there were about one hundred
negroes. Mr. Custis owned two plantations
about sixty miles below Richmond, on which
there were about 250 more slaves.
According to the statements of those who
were about him at the time of his death, he
died in the full possession of his senses.
Besides it is well known that the old
gentleman always said that he intended to
free his slaves at his death. [ have frequently
heard him say as much, though not in exact
terms. Unfortunately, when the declaration
was made to the house servants of
Arlington, no white man was in the room, and



the testimony of negroes will not be taken in
court. It is already whispered about town
that foul play is in process in regard to those
negroes on the Virginia plantations; that
they are now being sold south; and that

all of th4em will be consigned to hopeless
slavery unless something can be done. And
that there is a will, and that the will contains
something in regards to the emancipation of
the negroes, has been publicly admitted by
the heirs. It would be awful if the last re-
maining member of the household of
Washington should not be allowed, should
be prevented by fraud, from carrying out
those precepts which he has learned,
standing by the knee, and hearing from the
lips, of that immortal Sage!

Robert E Lee's Response

The Will of Mr. Custis

We copied lately from a Washington letter
in the Boston Traveller a paragraph
concerning the emancipation of the slaves of
the later Mr. Custis, which we are glad to
find corrected in the following letter.

Arlington, Monday, Jan. 4, 1857

My attention has been called to an
article from the Boston Traveller, dated
Washington, 24th December, republished in
the New-York Times of the 30th, under
the caption of "The Slaves of Mr. Custis.

It is there charged that the
emancipation of the slaves will be much
retarded, if not wholly prevented, by his
heirs; that all attempts to see the will of Mr.
Custis have proved abortive; that it is
whispered about Washington that foul play
is in process in regard to the negroes on his
plantations in Virginia; that they are being
sold south; that all of them will be consigned
to hopeless Slavery unless something is
done; and nothing can be done unless the
will is produced, &c.

As it is also stated that Mr.
Washington, of Mount Vernon, is the chief

among the heirs who have conspired to
suppress the will of Mr. Custis and to de-
fraud the negroes of their rights, I think it
proper to state that Mr. Washington is not
one of the heirs, has no interest in Mr. Custis'
estate, and, so far as my knowledge extends,
is ignorant of the provisions of his will. Mr.
Custis left his property to his daughter and
only child, and her children. His will was
submitted to the Alexandria County Court
for probate on the first day of its session(7th
December) after the arrival of the executor
at Arlington, and is there on record, in his
own handwriting, open to inspection.

There is no desire on the part of the
heirs to prevent the execution of its
provision in reference to the slaves, nor is
there any truth or the least foundation
for the assertion that they are being sold
South.

What Mr. Custis is said to have stated
to the Washington correspondent of the
Boston Traveller, or to his assembly of
slaves, on his death-bed, is not known to
any member of his family. But it is well
known that during his brief days of his last
illness, he was constantly attended by his
daughter, grand-daughter and niece, and
faithfully visited by his physician and pas-
tor. So rapid was the progress of his disease,
after its symptoms became alarming, that
there was no assembly of his servants, and
he took his leave of but one,who was present
when he bade farewell to his family.

R. E. LEE, Executor.

RECOLLECTIONS OF ROBERT E.
LEE

by Capt. Robert Edward Lee
(his son)

One marked characteristic of my father was
his habit of attending to all business matters
promptly. He was never idle, and what he

had to do he performed with care and
precision. Mr. Custis, my grandfather, had



made him executor of his will, wherein it
was directed that all the slaves belonging to
the estate should be set free after the
expiration of so many years. The time had
now arrived, and, notwithstanding the
exacting duties of his position, the care of his
suffering soldiers, and his anxiety about
their future, immediate and distant, he
proceeded according to the law of the land
to carry out the provisions of the will, and
had delivered to every one of the servants,
where it was possible, their manumission
papers. From his letters written at this time |
give a few extracts bearing on this subject:

"...As regards the liberation of the people, I
wish to progress in it as far as I can. Those
hired in Richmond can still find employment
there if they choose. Those in the country
can do the same or remain on the farms. I
hope they will all do well and behave
themselves. I should like, if I could, to attend
to their wants and see them placed to the
best advantage. But that is impossible. All
that choose can leave the State before the
war closes. ...

" ..l executed the deed of manumission sent
me by Mr. Caskie, and returned it to him. |
perceived that John Sawyer and James's
names, among the Arlington people, had
been omitted, and inserted them. I fear there
are others among the White House lot which
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A. M. Evans, Newsletter Editor

[ did not discover. As to the attacks of the
Northern papers, [ do not mind them, and do
not think it wise to make the publication you
suggest. If all the names of the people at
Arlington and on the Pamunkey are not
embraced in this deed I have executed, I
should like a supplementary deed to be
drawn up, containing all those omitted. They
are entitled to their freedom and I wish to
give it to them. Those that have been carried
away, | hope are free and happy; I cannot get
their papers to them, and they do not
require them. I will give them if they ever
call for them. It will be useless to ask their
restitution to manumit them. ..."

Editor's note: These articles are meant to
prove the treacherous and dishonest tactics
that the northern haters have been using to
discredit southerners since before the war
are still in use today. We need to educate
and arm ourselves with facts and first hand
resources to combat this kind of, for lack of
a better word, slander against our culture
and heroes.

Next Meeting

Sept. 24,2020

Future Meetings

Oct. 22,2020

Nov. 19, 2020

Upcoming Events
Annual Holiday Dinner 3rd Thursday

in November (Nov. 19th)




